
THE DAZZLING

In the beginning there was the dazzling. 
With the Opening Ceremony and 18,000 ponchos 
transformed into disco balls, plus the series of urban 
installations, like the Phrase around the walls, this is a 
regular happening at Mons. A city and a whole region 
already known for having inspired Van Gogh and the 
career he embraced right here, along with a thou-
sand-and-one other creative souls. Major exhibitions 
like Van Gogh in the Borinage and Mons Superstar 
are a reminder of this. But Mons is also looking into 
the future thanks to Café Europa, our lab for techno-
logy and new creative economy, and the VIA Festival, 
which is investing in the power of the image in order 
to reinvent performing arts. Dazzled? This is just the 
beginning!

THE GREAT REVEAL

It’s the great reveal, with surprising urban 
installations (a stream of books cascading from a 
window!) and a horde of performers wreaking havoc 
with Ville en Jeu(x). Mons is also offering five new 
interconnected museums to help showcase its rich 
artistic heritage, and investing in its cultural heri-
tage tourism to help highlight its three gems that 
received official classification from UNESCO. This is 
the chance to rediscover the Neolithic  flint mines of 
Spiennes, the only baroque belfry in Europe and the 
Doudou. Plus there’s the opening of Arsonic, a music 
center including a meditation chapel, and of the 
literary open-air café in the gardens of the gorgeous 
Maison Losseau! Thrilling!

24.01.15
>31.03.15

01.04.15
>27.06.15

THE BLAZING SUMMER

The summer is blazing with a field of real 
7,500 sunflowers at Grand-Place, a nod to Van Gogh, 
and a myriad of open-air activities in the partner 
institutions and cities of Mons 2015, like Mr Zo’s 
400 coups in Picard Wallonia (Tournai). Here, all the 
senses are called upon, particularly at the Festival au 
Carré where Seven Tragedies of Sophocles with the 
poignant voice of Bertrand Cantat will be presented. 
Even China will make an appearance with monu-
mental avant-garde sculptures. It’s also springtime for 
contemporary artists and their diverse and connected 
city Atopolis. All this surely deserves a Festin festival: 
and this is to be the very first for all the artists from 
Mons coming together, and the sixth edition of the 
urban barbecue Dimanche Toqué. Made-in-Mons 
guaranteed.

THE RENAISSANCE

The Renaissance is not only Mons 2015’s 
objective for the region; it also paying tribute  to 
the golden era of Orlando di Lasso and Jacques 
Du Brœucq. This musician and architect, both from 
Mons, had kings and princes of the 16th century at 
their feet, such as Charles V. Now it’s the people’s 
turn, all 800 of them, gathered at St Waudru’s church 
to sing La Grande Clameur to Lasso. At the same 
time, Lille 3000 and Nuit Blanche in Brussels are 
also celebrating their ‘Renaissance’ with this same 
approach of opening up culture to everyone. Is that 
not the objective of Mons Ideal, My Ideal? After 
simmering all year round, young people are taking 
things into their own hands: the keys to the city as 
well as their destiny! Saint-Georges, revisited by 
MAC’s contemporary artists, is with them! What would 
Verlaine think of this?

28.06.15
>25.09.15

26.09.15
>24.01.16
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Mons 2015  
reveals 
its programme
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on pro.mons2015.eu

4 
seasons

With 300 major events out  
of one thousand or so cul tural 
and artistic activities, Mons 2015 
is going to invent another way  
of conceptualising culture.  
As well as all the wonders of 
heritage and creation, you’ll also 
experience unexpected events 
and activities in the public 
space, new types of civil parti-
cipation and innovative digital 
opportunities. This programme  
is part of an infrastructure  
deployment without precedent 
and a global project of  
socio-economic conversion.  
This is metamorphosis!

We will open new venues, sample their dis-
tinctive atmospheres together, experience long-term 
urban adventures. The musicians are backstage, the 
actors are treading the boards, the poets have put 
pen to paper and the sculptors are wielding hammer 
and chisel.  In the streets of the city, strange charac-
ters are running amok, pursued by a strange machine 
that films them from every angle. The noises of a city 
in transformation carry right up to the tree-tops.  
We will devise fantastic festivals, kindle the fires  
of celebration, set up the bright lights. To quote Léo  
Ferré’s vision of the Golden Age, "We shall have 

bread, brown as girls under the golden sun. We shall 
have wine, wine that sparkles even in sleep.  
We shall  have blood in our white veins, and Monday 
will usually be Sunday." (*)

 
The invitations have been sent out: to the 

people of Mons, Belgium, Europe, the world.  
To young, old, students, teachers, children, parents 
allowed. At Café Europa, they are already meeting. 
Different generations, different nations, all together. 
Mons is now on the map of the world, enriched  
by its partners who are joyfully creating an amazing 
profusion of projects, almost all of which, like 
ours, relate to our main theme of the encounter 
between culture and technology as a guarantee  
of a productive future. Mons is a new and open city, 
emboldened by the large-scale support of its citizens 
for the adventure of 2015 : Transformation. Artists 
are already pouring into the construction sites before 
the concrete has even dried. Cranes are lifting in the 
roof-beams, painters are splashing colour around, 
and above all, people are talking, eager to discover, 
share and create. Because a European year of culture 
means more dialogue, more mutual support and 
respect, and more togetherness. 2015 looks set 
to be an exceptional year, but it represents but a step 
towards a transfigured future. A Golden Age?

the
metamorphosis

(*) L’âge d’or – Léo Ferré.

300 events
to discover in the press file.
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WOODEN INSTALLATION 
BY ARNE QUINZE
ART IN CITY
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25 
highlights

2015 2016

DECEMBER JUNEJANUARY JULYFEBRUARY AUGUSTMARCH SEPTEMBER DECEMBERAPRIL OCTOBER JANUARYMAY NOVEMBER

THE PHRASE
LITERATURE / ART IN CITY    
WALKING TOUR

14.12.14 > 19.12.15

VILLE EN JEU(X)
ART IN CITY / WALKING TOUR   
14.05 > 24.05.15

OPENING CEREMONY
PARTY / MULTIDISCIPLINARY / PARTICIPATION    
24.01.15

VAN GOGH IN THE BORINAGE, 
THE BIRH OF AN ARTIST
EXHIBITION  
25.01 > 17.05.15

ATOPOLIS
EXHIBITION  
13.06 > 18.10.15

LA CHINE ARDENTE - 
CONTEMPORARY MONUMENTAL 
SCULPTURES
EXHIBITION  
04.07 > 04.10.15

MONS SUPERSTAR
EXHIBITION  
24.01 > 12.04.15

VIA FESTIVAL
FESTIVAL / DIGITAL   
PERFORMING ARTS / MULTIDISCIPLINARY   
12.03 > 25.03.15

FESTIVAL AU CARRÉ
FESTIVAL/PERFORMING ARTS     
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

28.06 > 11.07.15

lille3000. RENAISSANCE
FESTIVAL / PARTY     
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

26.09.15 > 17.01.16

A WEEK OF ORLANDO DI LASSO
EXHIBITIONS / MUSIC / ART IN CITY     
WORKSHOPS & CONFERENCES   
PUBLICATIONS / PARTICIPATION

04.10 > 11.10.15

A WEEK OF DU BRŒUCQ
EXHIBITIONS / MUSIC / PUBLICATIONS     
PARTICIPATION / WORKSHOPS & CONFERENTIES    
PARTY

10.10 > 18.10.15

VERLAINE, CELL N°252 
POETIC TURBULENCE
EXHIBITION / LITERATURE   
17.10.15 > 24.01.16

L’HOMME, LE DRAGON 
ET LA MORT / THE MAN, THE 
DRAGON EN AND THE DEATH
EXHIBITION

18.10.15 > 17.01.16

LE FESTIN FESTIVAL OF CREATION 
MONS-BORINAGE 
+ DIMANCHE TOQUÉ
FESTIVAL / PERFORMING ARTS    
PARTY / GASTRONOMY   
01.09 > 06.09.15

CAFE EUROPA
DIGITAL / PARTICIPATION   
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

12.03 > 19.12.15

AILLEURS EN FOLIE MILANO
FESTIVAL / EXHIBITIONS / CINEMA      
PERFORMING ARTS / PARTY / GASTRONOMY       
WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES / MUSIC     
07.05 > 17.05.15

GRAND HUIT OBOURG / 
SAINT-DENIS / HAVRÉ
L’EAU ET LES FANTÔMES
PARTY / PARTICIPATION     
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

22.08 > 30.08.15

INSTALLATIONS URBAINES / ART IN 
THE CITY
INAUGURATION / ART IN CITY   
04.04 > 21.09.15

SUNCITY - LABYRINTH OF SUN-
FLOWERS ON THE GRAND PLACE 
BY ART POINT M
ART IN CITY

17.07 > 26.07.15

OPENING  OF THE MUSEUM CLUSTER 
OF THE CITY OF MONS
INAUGURATION / MUSEUM / MUSIC     
03 .04 > 05.04.15

CLOSING PARTY
PARTY / ART IN CITY    
12.12.15

LA CITÉ MIROIR - 
FRÉDÉRIC FLAMAND
DANCE / PARTICIPATION
ASSOCIATED ARTIST / CREATION

24.11 > 27.11.15

MON(S) IDEAL - YOUNG PEOPLE STAND UP!
WORKSHOPS & CONFERENCES / PARTY   
PARTICIPATION / YOUTH / MULTIDISCIPLINARY   
27.11. > 29.11.15
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